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Greetings from your President

Many thanks for your used book 
donations brought to the Radisson 
in Kalamazoo. As you can see 

from the picture, Alma Area Used Book Sale 
member Reva Kristin was very pleased to 
receive the books from MACC.  They had 
their best opening day sales ever, taking in 
over $4,200, with the total sales over $6,200.  
Your donations will help provide scholarships 
for four or five adults returning to education.  
It was the start of a great conference!

I am writing from the very beautiful H Hotel 
in Midland where I await our fall quarterly 
meeting to start tomorrow. We have a nice 
lineup of speakers, and I’m very excited to 
see all the resources that clerks have either 
sent ahead or brought to the meeting.  MACC 
is such a caring, sharing organization. We 
work so hard to keep each other informed.  
Several clerks are bringing whole manuals 
with them they have created for court duties, 
election inspector chairs and new local clerks.  
We attempt to make resources received at 
conferences available for everyone on our 
website.

We have many potential changes in our near 
future, from elections to CPL processing and 
from courts to vital records and so many 
things in between.  It is important we continue 
to work together to grow our knowledge 
base, capture the attention of legislators, take 
control of our responsibilities and lead our 
organization.  If two heads are better than one, 
then 83 should be amazing!  I encourage you to 
continue to be involved at whatever level you 
are able – whether it is researching an issue, 
gathering data to support a cause, sharing your 
expertise, being on a committee, an officer 

Inside this issue...

Letter from the President.................................1
Legislative Update.................................................2 - 3
Conference Survey Results..................................4-5
MACC PAC Update................................................5
Books, Books, and More Books!............................5
District 5 Meeting ................................................6
President’s Review of the Fall Quarterly.......6-7

Carol Vernon delivering used books
or testifying when called upon.  You are a valued 
member and we look forward to hearing from you. 

As you’ll remember from the last newsletter, my 
husband and I were enjoying time with our two 
grandsons at the campground.  We are currently 
awaiting the arrival of our first granddaughter any 
day – timing is everything as they say.  I called our 
daughter before I left for Midland and begged her to 
ask the baby to please just let Grandma get through 
the quarterly conference first!  Let her know I am 
totally free on November 3rd however and I’ve 
penciled her in!  I’ll keep you posted if she arrives 
before press time.

It has been an honor to represent MACC as the 
2013 President.  I wish you and your families all my 
very best throughout the holiday season.  May our 
support, fellowship and leadership provide us all a 
successful 2014 under President Marcee.  
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Legislative Update

House Passes Bill to Raise Recount Fees

The price of a recount would go up under legislation 
overwhelmingly passed by the House 95-9 last month.  The 
bill was unanimously reported from the House Elections 
and Ethics Committee in June.  House Bill 4833, sponsored 
by Rep. Kurt Heise (R-Plymouth), increases the costs paid 
by a petitioner in a recount case and creates a two-tier fee 
for a recount.  For those close contests where the outcome 
could reasonably be in question, the bill proposes increasing 
the recount fee from $10 to $25 per precinct.  Those close 
contests are defined in the bill as contests where the vote 
differential is 50 votes or 0.5 percent of the total votes cast 
in the race, whichever is greater.  For those contests where 
the results are really not in question, but the losing candidate 
calls for a recount for other various reasons, the cost to 
recount the precinct would be $125 per precinct.  This fee 
is a closer reflection of what the actual costs of conducting a 
recount are.  The intent in creating a two-tier approach is to 
not financially penalize a candidate or petitioner who calls 
for a recount when the vote differential is reasonably close.  
The bill was referred to the Senate Local Government and 
Elections Committee where a hearing is expected later this 
fall.    

Senate Passes Bill Changing Local 
Library Board Elections 

Legislation to update an 1887 law governing the establishment 
of local library boards was introduced in the Senate in 
September.  Senate Bill 546, introduced by Sen. Dave 
Robertson (R-Grand Blanc), makes several changes to the 
election of local library boards.  First and foremost, the bill 
clarifies that a member of a library board organized under 
this Act must be at least 18 years of age and must be a qualified 
elector, meaning a registered voter and resident.  Second, the 
bill establishes that if a city or village holds elections every 
four years, that the term of a library board member will be 
four years.  Currently, statute does not provide for a four-year 
term for a city or village library board, yet there are several.  
Finally, the bill clarifies that if a city or village moves to an 
even-year election date, that the library board would follow 
and move its date automatically.   

Bills to Require Disclosure of Impact on Locals

Lawmakers would at least be aware of the impact that their 
bills have on local governments before voting on it under a bi-
partisan, bi-cameral package of bills introduced last month.  
The bills would create a process whereby future legislators 
could at least consider the financial impact bills have on 
local government before passing the bills.  The bills, House 
Bills 5059 and 5060 and Senate Bills 495 through 497, would 
establish a so-called “Local Government Mandate Panel” 
within the Legislative Council.  The panel of state officials 
and local government representatives would be responsible 
for reviewing bills and developing written estimates of the 
increased costs on local governments that would result 
because of the bill or bills. The panel would feature the 
director of the House Fiscal Agency, the director of the Senate 
Fiscal Agency, the director of the Department of Technology, 
Management and Budget and representatives of counties, 
cities, townships, school districts and community colleges. 

Then, under the fiscal note process, the chair of the mandate 
panel described above would be required to inform the all 
members of the Legislature of the costs before a vote occurs 
on third reading.  The process would essentially require 
lawmakers to take into account a more definite number 
representing the financial impact for locals before deciding 
whether to support a bill.  If legislation were enacted that 
imposed a requirement on local units without following the 
requirements in the bills, local units would not be required 
to comply until the so-called financial estimate process were 
followed.  And if a local government refused to provide a new 
service under state law, the local government would have to 
file suit within one year of the date for which the local unit 
was required to begin the implementation. 

The bills have not yet been scheduled for hearings.

Bill Zaagman
Governmental Consultant Services, Inc.

MACC Lobbyist
zaagman.w@gcsionline.com
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Bills Would Modify What Constitutes State ID

Legislation introduced in both the House and Senate would 
amend the MCL 168.523 of the Michigan Election Code 
to expand the definition of Official State Identification.   
Under the legislation--Senate Bill 467, introduced by Sen. 
Jim Ananich (D-Flint) and House Bill 4938, introduced by 
Rep. David Knezek (D-Dearborn Heights)—voters would 
be allowed to show other pieces of identification in order 
to prove identity.   Those additional pieces of identification 
include:  expired drivers licenses, a military ID, a Michigan 
Bridge Card (EBT card), a paycheck, utility bill, a bank 
statement, a debit or credit card, a retirement center ID, a 
neighborhood association ID, a student ID, an employee 
ID, a permit to carry a weapon, or a unemployment benefits 
debit card.  The bill does not specify that the newly expanded 
list would need to include a picture of the person.

Under current law, only an official state identification card, 
a state issued driver’s license or other generally accepted 
picture ID is accepted.  Voters who do not possess one of 
these IDs are permitted to vote by signing an affidavit of 
identity.  By expanding the list of what constitutes official 
state ID, individuals could vote without signing the affidavit 
of identity that voters sign when they don’t have ID that 
meets the law. 

The bills were referred to the House Elections and Ethics 
Committee and the Senate Local Government and Elections 
Committee. 

Bill to Restrict County Lawsuits Advances

A Senate panel gave the thumbs-up to legislation placing 
some restrictions on when and how a county officer sues 
the board of commissioners over budget decisions.   House 
Bill 4704, introduced by Rep. Peter Pettalia (R-Alpena), 
originally eliminated a county officer’s ability to sue the 
county commission over budgets.  However, after stiff 
opposition from county organizations like the MACC, 
the bill was modified to permit suits after meeting certain 
conditions.  Under the bill the (S-3) version of the bill, a 
countywide office does have standing to sue the county board 
of commissioners.  The suit must be brought within 60-days 
of its adoption or amendment if the amendment constitutes 
the basis for the suit.  If a court is involved, mediation must 
occur before proceeding to the Michigan Court of Appeals.  
Additionally, the bill codifies a current Court of Appeals 
ruling which establishes that the budget adopted by the 
board of commissioners is presumed to fund the service or 
activity at a serviceable level.     

Legislative Update continued...

Save the Date!
MACC meetings for 2014 have been scheduled!  Mark your calendars for the following:

*Spring Quarterly The Perry Hotel, Petoskey *April 24/25, 2014

Summer Conference The Park Place, Traverse City August 17-20, 2014

*Fall Quarterly Holiday Inn, Big Rapids *November 21/22, 2014

*Note: due to conflicts, the Quarterly dates have been changed from what was noted at the Summer Conference, 
so be sure the above dates are what you have on your calendars.  This information can also be found on the 

MACC website www.michigancountyclerks.us. 

As always, feel free to send any ideas for education & training to mpurcell@co.mecosta.mi.us or 
mkast@co.hillsdale.mi.us.
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Event Calendar

Immediately following the Annual Conference in 
Kalamazoo, planning for the 106th Conference in Traverse 
City began.  Incoming 1st Vice President Marney Kast 

asked the Standardization & Review Committee to do a brief 
survey about the Kalamazoo Conference and what Clerks 
would like to see at conferences and trainings in the future. 
A total of 58 of the 83 Clerks responded, about 70%, and we 
received a lot of very good information.  The most responses 
came from Districts 2 and 3 – each had 14 responses, 
however District 2 had the highest percentage response at 
87.5% (because there are 16 counties in District 2 and 17 in 
District 3).

Here are the questions that were asked.  The written responses 
have been consolidated into the most frequently mentioned 
areas.

1.	 In the past 5 years, I have attended the following 
MACC Annual Conferences:

· 2013 – Radisson Plaza Hotel – Kalamazoo  
 43 responded

· 2012 – Shanty Creek Resort – Bellaire   
 39 responded

· 2011 – Amway Grand Plaza Hotel – Grand Rapids 
 34 responded

· 2010 – Crystal Mountain Resort – Thompsonville 
 35 responded

· 2009 – Radisson Plaza Hotel – Kalamazoo  
 34 responded

2.	 If you have not attended conferences regularly, what 
are the main reasons why?

· Timing of the Conference and staffing issues in 
county offices were the most common responses

3.	 I generally attend Spring and Fall Quarterly meetings:

· Yes  41 responded
· No  12 responded

4.	 If you have not attended quarterly meetings regularly, 
what are the main reasons why?

· Again, timing of the conference and staffing issues 
were the most common responses.

Conference Survey Results
5.	 If you attended the 2013 Annual Conference, how 

would you generally rate it?

· Excellent  15 responsed
· Very Good  18 responsed
· Good   7 responded
· Average   2 responded
· Below Average  0 responded
· Poor   0 responded

6.	 A)  I liked the 2013 Conference because…..

· Good quality of educational sessions was mentioned 
most frequently

· Hotel facility (rooms, food, etc.) received several 
positive comments

· Vendor involvement was mentioned several times
· Good planning, variety, etc. was also mentioned

B)  The 2013 Conference could have been made 
better by….

· More time for interaction among clerks was noted 
several times

· Not holding sessions during meals
  

7.	 As planning begins for the 2014 Annual Conference 
and the quarterly meetings, what types of sessions 
would you like to see?

· Elections
o Recall
o Training Election Inspectors
o General tips and ideas
o Campaign Finance
o Candidate filing

· Courts
o SCAO information/updates
o Abstracts
o Various procedures

· Concealed Weapons
· Roundtable discussions on a variety of issues, 

including processes and procedures used in the 
office.

· Parliamentary Procedure

by Tim Snow
Kalamazoo County Clerk & Register of Deeds
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8.	 Please offer some suggestions of activities, scheduling 
or other things (not session topics) you would like to 
see at the Annual Conference, such as:

· Location closer to the UP
· Legislators addressing MACC members
· Vendors (Scavenger Hunt, Door Prize ideas)
· More time for Clerks to mingle (organized by type/

size of county)

9.	  If you do not generally attend the Annual Conference 
and/or the quarterly meetings, what can MACC do 
to encourage your attendance at these important 
gatherings?

· Location closer to the UP
· Look at timing of meetings on weekends

10.	  Comments regarding MACC as an organization.

· Many positive general comments
· We’re lucky to have Bill Zaagman and Tara Paksi!
· More need to support the MACC-PAC
· More involvement of committees
· Make a list of frequent contacts for County Clerks
· Web site is good
· More input from the members on big decisions of 

the Association

Thanks to all who responded to the survey and made 
comments.  The Board of Directors has the complete survey 
and will be using the results to plan upcoming quarterly 
meetings and annual conferences.

Conference Survey Results...continued...

MACC-PAC Update
MACC is grateful for the continued engagement and 
participation of our membership. Your support for the 
MACC-PAC fundraiser at the quarterly meeting in 
Midland is much appreciated.

It is this continued cooperation that strengthens our 
organization. Your ongoing commitment is vital to our 
advocacy efforts. Please consider contributing to the 
MACC-PAC, please mail your personal checks to:

Tara Paksi
Michigan Association of County Clerks

120 N Washington Sq., Suite 110A
Lansing, MI  48933

MACC Wishes to Recognize Carol 
Vernon for her Leadership. Under her 
Guidance, MACC is Stronger than 
Ever. We have had an Outstanding 
Year with Conferences, Inspiring 
Presenters, and Organizational Unity.

Books, Books and 
More Books!!

from the Gratiot County Herald:

County Clerk Carol Vernon delivered used 
books and a $5 donation to Reva Kristen for 
the Alma Area Used Book Sale Group’s sale 

on September  17 and 18  from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., and 
September 19 from 9 to 11 a.m. at the Presbyterian 
Church in Alma from xx a.m. to xx p.m.   Kristen 
noted book sales provide scholarships to adult persons 
returning to college and books are sorted by category 
for convenience.
 
Vernon is the 2013 President of Michigan Association of 
County Clerks. Each year the MACC President selects 
a charity of his/her choice and seeks donations from 
the members at their annual conference.   This year’s 
conference was held in Kalamazoo with a good turn 
out of both books and clerks at the conference with 55 
of 83 county clerks present.  When Livingston County 
Clerk Margaret Dunleavy dropped her used books on 
the table, she noticed a book she wanted to read. She 
donated $5 for the book capturing the first purchase of 
the book sale.
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MACC District 5 Meeting

At 11:00 a.m. on Friday, October 25, 2013 in downtown Howell,  at Cleary’s Pub, 10 Clerks and two 
deputies were present for the meeting

Discussion was held on the Clerk’s role as to L-4029 Tax Millage Rate Request,  if Clerks were issuing 
Veteran ID cards, what method is used to determine what an original notary bond is and what should it 
contain, corporate seal, raised seal, etc.,  issuing 3rd copy for the couple getting married or discontinue due 
to it causing confusion with it not having a recording date, County Clerk successor being named and oaths 
of office for deputies,  jury forms and what judges do if jurors do not respond,  and  the new fee for the 
Notice of Filiation.

Linda reported she would be retiring near the end of the year and Jodi Fetting; Tuscola County volunteered 
to serve as the District 5 Representative if appointed.

President’s Review of the Fall 
Quarterly 2013 at The H in Midland

There were 48 counties represented with 55 to 60 attending the various meetings and meals.  

Sally Williams and Carol Pierce from the Bureau of the Elections provided us information on 
the new and very difficult to understand recall laws.  Charts and information were provided with 
several questions coming from the participants.

Attorney Angela Tripp provided an outstanding recap of the Michigan Legal Help Program that 
can be viewed at www.MichiganLegalHelp.org.  This site contains an on-line interview process for 
various self help litigant scenarios, including SCAO approved forms and county specific information 
on domestic matters.  It’s definitely worth taking a look at and providing the information to your 
court customers.

Stacy Westra from SCAO provided information on end of the year court reports through MCAP, 
updates on the new court rules and answered several questions.

Friday evening was a great roundtable discussion on out of county death reports received from 
other counties and from the state.  President Vernon will check with the State Registrar’s Office to 
determine the latest procedure.  We also discussed several different documents that are received by 
the clerks, questioning why we receive them, what is the retention schedule and what are we to do 

by Linda I. Kozfkay
District 5 Rep.

Page 6Michigan Association of County Clerks Fourth Quarter 2013



with them.  Drain notices and the drain code were of particular interest and Rick Rockwell will research 
and provide additional information.  

Saturday morning provided an overwhelming amount of copies of election manuals, new clerk 
manuals, checklists, procedures for candidate packets, Electronic Poll Book, PA116s, township millage 
instructions, township website information, samples of minutes, a flyer regarding local government and 
several more items.  A big thank you to all who participated.  President Vernon will scan in the materials 
and make them available to all MACC members via Dropbox or zip files through e-mail. There were 
also whole procedure manuals and colored charts on test deck materials provided for review only.

The Association meeting followed with the following items noted:

Jodi Fetting will be the new District #5 chair upon the retirement of Linda Kozfkay, Sanilac County.
 
While we are awaiting the DeBoer v Snyder case outcome, members were encouraged to talk with their 
prosecutor or civil counsel regarding concerns of the possible immediate issuance of marriage certificates 
and marriage ceremonies.  Discuss the duties and responsibilities of the clerk and after reviewing the 
statutes, ask how it will be determined and relayed to Clerks when it will be permissible to begin issuing 
if required.  Share your information with the Michigan Association of Counties members. The legal 
representation committee and the resolutions committee will work together to draft a resolution to 
submit to the appropriate parties regarding the effect an immediate-issuance decision will have on 
county clerks. 

Following a lengthy discussion with opinions stated on both sides of the issue, MACC will pay $200 
dues to the Michigan Association of Counties (MAC) and it will be reviewed at each spring quarterly 
meeting. 

A committee will be established by President Vernon regarding MACC holding its mid-winter 
conference during the United County Officers Association (UCOA) January meeting after the 2014 
year.  Committee members will include Tim Snow 2015 UCOA President, two MACC members at large 
and a member from the legislative, notary fund, by-laws and program committee.  

President Vernon thanked everyone for coming, appreciated the opportunity to be the 2013 President 
and asked that everyone pledge their support for President Purcell in the 2014 year.

President’s Review continued...

Happy Thanksgiving
to you and yours from the 

Michigan Association of County Clerks
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