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Greetings from your President

Hello from Leisure Lake 
Campground - 15 minutes from 
the courthouse.  It is Gratiot 

County’s answer to the “no lake effect” - 
an old gravel pit converted into a beautiful 
campground and it comes with my highest 
recommendation.  I hope you have all 
had a chance to enjoy a portion of your 
summer with family and friends as I have 
here with my husband and grandchildren.

I really look forward to conference and 
hearing from our presenters and vendors 
and seeing all of you. Marcee has done 
a great job getting a variety of speakers 
and topics.  Tim has an energetic city and 
county to welcome us. And the Radisson 
will make it all a very pleasant experience. 
Our many duties and responsibilities 
always makes for a packed conference.   
We’ve tried to give you a great variety, 
and still leave time to have meaningful 
conversations with each other. Monday 
afternoon from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. gives you 
an opportunity to take part in learning 
about the new healthcare rules, tour the 
Kalamazoo County courthouse, schedule 
a district or committee meeting or enjoy 
a bit of the area.  We’ve had numerous 
suggestions for breakout sessions to allow 
a variety of events, so here is our first 
attempt.

The election machine demonstrations and 
update from Chris Thomas regarding the 
Election Equipment Review Committee 
will be a highlight.  We are a very talented 
organization with both expertise and 
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Carol Vernon, MACC President, & Family
diversity and everyone’s interest in the review of 
election equipment is proof of that.  I appreciate 
and welcome everyone’s interest and future 
input to the committee – know that we will all 
be a part of it!

Don’t forget your silent auction items to help 
replenish our MACC-PAC fund.  It is always 
interesting to see what specialties appear.
 
Have a safe trip to Kalamazoo for those able 
to attend.   For those of you who are not able 
to attend, thanks  so much for being a part of 
MACC and we’ll miss you.   We try to gather 
all information and make it available on our 
webiste for reference.
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Legislative Update

Bill to Give Clerks More Ability to Share Services 
Introduced

Clerks would more easily be able to share election 
services with neighboring jurisdictions or county clerks 
under a proposal by Secretary of State Ruth Johnson.  
The proposal is embodied in House Bill 4878, sponsored 
by Rep. Bradford Jacobsen (R-Oxford).  The bill permits 
local unit of government to enter into an agreement with 
a neighboring jurisdiction to conduct certain election 
administration duties, including, but not limited to: AV 
ballot application processing; transmission of MOVE 
ballots; voter registration processing, street index and 
QVF list maintenance; and, establishment of polling 
locations.  The bill is permissive and does not require any 
jurisdiction to transfer duties to another jurisdiction.  

Additionally, the legislation would permit two adjoining 
jurisdiction with only one precinct each to consolidate 
those precincts into a single precinct provided the 
combined active electors are not greater than 2,999.  
Finally, the bill would allow for the Secretary of State 
to establish a pilot project to test “super precincts” and 
select the local units of government that will participate.  
What constitutes a super precinct is undefined in the 
bill at this point, except that it could not have more than 
10,000 active registered voters.  Both the MAMC and the 
MACC have had conversations with the BOE to discuss 
the legislation and its impact.  They categorize the bill 
as a starting point for discussion.  The reiterated the 
Secretary of State’s position that any sharing or transfer 
of duties be voluntary on the part of participating 
clerks.  Furthermore, they clarified that super precincts 
are not intended to mean early voting, but the ability 
of a jurisdiction to have multiple precincts across a 
jurisdiction at one polling location.  We will continue to 
work with the Secretary of State to refine this bill should 
it move forward.            

House Committee Moves Bill Raising Recount Fees

The price of a recount would go up under legislation 
unanimously reported from the House Elections and 
Ethics Committee in June.  House Bill 4833, sponsored 
by Rep. Kurt Heise (R-Plymouth), increases the costs 
paid by a petitioner in a recount case and creates a two-
tier fee for a recount.  For those close contests where 
the outcome could reasonably be in question, the bill 
proposes increasing the recount fee from $10 to $25 per 
precinct.  Those close contests are defined in the bill as 
contests where the vote differential is 50 votes or 0.5 
percent of the total votes cast in the race, whichever is 
greater.  For those contests where the results are really 
not in question, but the losing candidate calls for a 
recount for various other reasons, the cost to recount 
the precinct would be $125 per precinct.  This fee is a 
closer reflection of what the actual costs of conducting a 
recount are.  The intent in creating a two-tier approach 
is to not financially penalize a candidate or petitioner 
who calls for a recount when the vote differential is 
reasonably close.  The House is expected to take the bill 
up this fall.   

Court Rules Petition Signature Date Not Needed

A recent Court of Appeals (COA) ruling ordering a 
challenger in the Detroit City Clerk’s race on the August 
6 ballot could have ramifications statewide.  The case 
involves the validity of nominating petition signatures 
filed by city clerk candidate D. Etta Wilcoxon.  
Historically, elector signatures without a date were 
invalidated.  This COA ruling holds that the plain 
language of the statute (MCL 168.544c) does not require 
that the elector affix a date to his or her signature.   

Bill Zaagman
Governmental Consultant Services, Inc.

MACC Lobbyist
zaagman.w@gcsionline.com
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According to the facts of the case, Ms. Wilcoxon turned 
in nominating petitions with 561 signatures. The City 
of Detroit’s Department of Elections determined that 
58 of the signatures were invalid, leaving 503 valid 
signatures—three above the 500 needed to be placed 
on the ballot.  However, following the department’s 
review, an outside challenge to Wilcoxon’s petitions was 
filed which eventually invalidated two entire pages of 
signatures because the circulator signed those pages 
with an erroneous date of November 7, 2013.  With 
these new invalidations, Ms. Wilcoxon dropped to 475 
valid signatures—25 less than the 500 needed. As a 
result, the Detroit Election Commission did not certify 
Wilcoxon as a candidate. 

Ms. Wilcoxon filed appeals with the Secretary of State 
and the Bureau of Elections and eventually sued in 
Wayne County Circuit Court to get on the ballot.  The 
Circuit Court found that enough of the invalidated 
signatures should have been approved to give Wilcoxon 
the needed 500.  On appeal, the COA upheld the lower 
court ruling and ordered Ms. Wilcoxon on the ballot.  

In the opinion, the COA found that Wilcoxon should 
appear on the ballot because signatures that were 
invalidated included those that weren’t dated by the 
elector signing the petition. The COA wrote at one 
point, MCL 168.544c “does require that the circulator 
‘shall’ properly date the petition,” however, the section 
“does not contain any language requiring that the elector 
shall ‘date’ the petition.”  The court further opined, “we 
cannot conclude that a person’s failure to date his or her 
signature renders the signature invalid.”  This is a major 
departure from Bureau of Elections guidance advising 
those signatures be invalidated.  Without an appeal to 
the State Supreme Court or a change to law, elector 
signatures missing a date are valid.   

Other signatures were invalidated by the clerk’s office 
because the voter registrations in question couldn’t be 
confirmed. But the COA found that the clerk’s office 
didn’t give Ms. Wilcoxon the proper opportunity to 
rebut the invalidations.  “It is clear from the record 
of the hearings below that, had this signature review 

taken place before defendants determined that several 
signatures were invalid, that this whole proceeding may 
have been avoided,” the COA wrote in its opinion. 

The case is D. Etta Wilcoxon v. City of Detroit Election 
Commission (Opinion No. 317012). 

House Passes Bills Moving Ballot Question 
Deadlines

The House unanimously passed several bills 
consolidating varying deadlines to call for certain local 
ballot questions to a single date.  As passed, House Bills 
4393- 4397 move several of those deadlines from 60 
or 70 days to 4 p.m. on the twelfth Tuesday before the 
election that the ballot question is to appear.  Similar 
bills were introduced last session and were not able to 
be completed.  The Senate is expected to consider the 
bills this fall.      

Local Canvassing Boards Eliminated

Legislation eliminating local board of canvassers was 
recently signed by the Governor. Public Acts 51 through 
53 of 2013 eliminate township and city boards of election 
canvassers and transfer any remaining responsibilities 
and functions to the board of county canvassers.  The 
bills take immediate effect.   

County Commissioner Vacancy Elections 
Eliminated 

Legislation to cancel a special election for a county 
commission vacancy that occurs in the odd-year was 
signed by Governor Snyder in June.  Public Act 84 of 
2013 amends the Michigan Election Code to require 
a county commission vacancy occurring in the odd-
year to be filled by appointment rather than by special 
election.  However, if the county commission fails to 
appoint a replacement within 30 days, a special election 
shall be called.  The bill takes immediate effect.  

Legislative Update continued...
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Event Calendar

Many thanks to all County Clerks who participated in 
the 2013 survey of membership that covered a number 
of different subjects relating to the office of County 
Clerk.  Here are few highlights:

•	 In all, 77 of the 83 counties responded to at 
least one of the 3 surveys.  This is the highest 
percentage of responses to any survey MACC 
has done.  Kudos go District 2 (Northwest Lower 
Peninsula), which had all 16 counties respond.

•	 The majority of counties work 40 official hours 
each week.  We all know that the official hours 
are normally the minimum worked by County 
Clerks!

•	 The average salary of a County Clerk in Michigan 
is $59,255.23 (based on responses received).

•	 Some of us are paid for some additional duties 
we perform, but 68% of us just get our salary.

•	 In retirement benefits, 85% of the respondents 
indicated that they are in a Defined Benefit Plan.

•	 In the area of benefits, everyone can receive 
Medical insurance.  Dental insurance is 
available to 92% of the Clerks; Optical insurance 
is available to 80% of the Clerks, and about 50% 
can use a Health Savings Account.

•	 2/3 of the Clerks indicated that they will not 
receive any healthcare benefits when they retire.

•	 Of all the things that County Clerks can be 
responsible for, only two were at 100%.  We all 
maintain vital records and we all administer the 
Concealed Weapons Boards for our counties.

•	 Here’s the list of other major things and what 
percentage of Clerks do them:

o Vital Records, 100%
o Concealed Weapons, 100%
o Circuit Court Records , 96%
o Board of Commissioners Minutes 96%
o Collection & Disbursement of Court 

Fees, 92%
o Jury Board, 84%
o Family Court Records , 77%
o Board of Commissioners Committee 

Minutes, 66%
o County Payables, 61%
o County Payroll, 58%

The Survey Says...
o General Accounting for the County, 54%
o Human Resources for the County, 51%
o Insurance Administration for the 

County, 46%
o Board of Commissioners Agenda & 

Packets , 44%
o FMLA Administration for the County, 38%
o FOIA Officer for the County, 38%
o County Budget, 30%
o ADA Administration for the County, 28%
o Road Commission, 5%

•	 Only about half of us have any dedicated staff 
members to assist with elections.  About 25% 
have full time elections staff.

•	 When it comes to elections duties, responses 
vary a great deal.

o Ballot Design – 60% either do it 
personally or have staff do ballot design

o Election Set Up and Programming – 
60% do it “in house”

o Burn tabulator cards/prom packs – 75% 
do this at the County

o About 40% do the AutoMARK 
programming

o About 90% burn the AutoMARK 
flashcards

o About 90% of County Clerks train 
election inspectors personally

More details on these and many other items are available 
in the final survey report which is can be seen on the 
MACC website.

Another Survey says…

In May, a survey of the 35 Clerk/Registers was requested 
to find out a variety of things.  In all, 30 Clerk/Registers 
responded to the questionnaire.

•	 10 Counties have a Chief Deputy Clerk/
Register; 17 Counties have a Chief Deputy Clerk 
& a Chief Deputy Register; 2 Counties have a 
Chief Deputy Clerk/Register and Chief Deputy 
Register; and 1 County has only a Chief Deputy 
Clerk.

by Tim Snow
Kalamazoo County Clerk & Register of Deeds
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•	 Of the 10 Counties with 1 Chief Deputy, 6 of 
them also have Circuit Court responsibilities.  
12 Chief Deputy Clerks in combined offices 
have Circuit Court duties.

•	 When it comes to office locations, 15 Counties 
have a single combined office; 11 have 2 separate 
offices within the same building; and 4 combined 
Counties’ Clerk and Register of Deeds Offices 
are in two different buildings.

All the details on this survey are posted on the MACC 
website.

Thanks to all who participated in these two surveys.

The Survey Says...continued...

MACC Conference is Just Around the Corner!
Here are two excellent websites that will assist you with any questions you may have about your visit to Kalamazoo.  
There are so many things to do, that you’ll want to come early and stay longer.

Discover Kalamazoo is the former Convention & Visitors Bureau.  This website will provide lots of information 
about the entire Kalamazoo County region.  The Chamber of Commerce is now a part of Discover Kalamazoo.

http://www.discoverkalamazoo.com/

As the conference is at the Radisson Plaza Hotel in Downtown Kalamazoo, the website for Downtown 
Kalamazoo, Inc. will provide information specifically for things to see and do in the downtown area.  There are 
many interesting shops and restaurants within just a few blocks of the hotel.

http://www.downtownkalamazoo.org/

MACC PAC Update

District 2 News
District 2 Clerks met in Cadillac at Lakeside 
Charlie’s on July 9th.   Nine clerk’s were in 
attendance along with two Deputy Clerks.   We 
will report more at the Association Meeting in 
August.

The MACC PAC enables us to educate and inform 
legislators and elected officials about our elected 
office and issues.

At this year’s Summer Conference, please 
remember to bring items from your county to 
donate to the MACC PAC Silent Auction.

Currently, the MACC PAC is $1,445 strong on 
the way to our goal of $4,000. Your silent auction 
purchases and donations greatly contribute to 
our efforts. Thanks you for your support and keep 
up the good work!
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MACC President Announces
Conference Charity Blitz
Books, Books and More Books!!

I’ve chosen the Gratiot County Alma Area Used Book Sale Group (AAUBSG)  for my conference charity event.  Profits 
from used books provide scholarships to an adult man or women re-entering college or entering college for the first 
time after being out of school for a lengthy time.  The used book sale has been taking place in Alma for many, many 

years thanks to a group of volunteers who took it over from the American Association of University Women group who 
ran it for many years before that.

Each year the AAUBSG gathers all kinds of used books – childrens, crafts, recipe, gardening, project, paperback, history,  and 
more along with puzzles, videos and magazine collections throughout the year.  They organize them by subject matter for 
easy shopping and spend three days at the Presbyterian Church in Alma watching upwards of 10,000 books and items 
disappear before their eyes. The books are very reasonably priced to sell and there is always a long line waiting for the 
doors to open.  Each year volunteers are amazed at the number of books they’ve collected throughout the year and equally 
amazed that they almost  always sell out every year.

Please bring used book sale items to the conference for donation to help support a very worthy cause. Thousands of 
scholarship dollars have been provided over the years to help adults return to college. Thanks so much for taking part in it!!

Carol A. Vernon
MACC President

Website Update
The Website Committee would like to encourage our Clerks to utilize the website to its fullest as we continue to expand on 
the information.  

Are you a Clerk that has a question and need to inquire of the members of the Association? If so, simply go to the website to 
the “Members Only” section.  Log in with the user name and password, which has been previously provided to you.  Can’t 
find the user and password? Contact Diane Zuker and she will be sure to provide it to you.  Once at the members only page, 
you can open the email contact list for all the County Clerks.  Copy ONLY the email address column and simply paste into 
the “TO” field in the new email you are creating.  It is suggested that you place a topic in the subject line.  Now just complete 
the email and send.  

As a side note, we all know our inboxes can be bogged down with many messages.  As you have seen, there are many questions 
and responses that are sent out on particular issues to our colleagues.  It is encouraged that you ask the members to not “reply 
to all” when sending a question to the membership. It is preferred that you gather the information and share with those who 
are interested.

The member list on the website has been created to avoid having Tara send questions/messages on your behalf.  We do not 
contract with GCSIAS for the purpose of sending messages on your behalf.   

It has also been noticed that previous emails are being used to send messages/questions out to the membership.  This is okay, but 
often times they can get buried and you may not get the responses you are looking for, especially if you don’t change the subject 
line and delete all the previous information contained in the email you are using. Many Clerks save various emails in subfolders 
based on their topic and it is difficult to do when message are being sent this way.

Again, we encourage the use of the website email contact list for sending messages to our membership. If you have any problems, 
contact Diane Zuker she will attempt to assist you.

by Diane Zuker
Clinton County Clerk & Register of Deeds
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Summer Conference is right around the corner, and now’s 
the time to start planning your trip to Kalamazoo!

Maybe you’ve not been to Kalamazoo recently and are 
wondering what else there is to do there other than the 
conference.  Maybe you are wondering if you should bring 
your family.

Kalamazoo is a very family-friendly area and here are a few 
places of interest you can check out on line between now and 
when the reservations need to be in.

FAMILY ACTIVITIES

Air Zoo , 5 miles south – next to the Airport  
www.airzoo.org

Kalamazoo Nature Center, 5.5 miles north of hotel  
www.naturecenter.org

Binder Park Zoo, 26.5 miles east off I-94 (Calhoun County)  
www.binderparkzoo.org

Gilmore Car Museum, 15 miles northeast on M-43  (Barry 
County)  www.gilmorecarmuseum.org

Kalamazoo Institute of the Arts, 5 blocks from hotel  
www.kiarts.org

Kalamazoo Valley Museum, 1 block north of hotel  
www.kalamazoomuseum.org

ADULTS MAY ENJOY….

Bell’s Eccentric Café, 6 blocks from hotel 
www.bellsbeer.com

Summer Conference Preview
by Tim Snow

Kalamazoo County Clerk & Register of Deeds
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St. Julian Winery, 20 miles West of Kalamazoo off I-94 (exit 
60)  (Van Vuren County)
www.stjulian.com

 

Warner Vineyards, 20 miles West of Kalamazoo off I-94 
(exit 60) (Van Buren County)
       
 

  
 

Tempo Vino Winery, 6 blocks from hotel  
www.tempovinowinery.com

Lawton Ridge Winery, 8 miles West on Stadium Drive

Peterson & Sons Winery , 15 miles southeast near Scotts

CASINOS

Gun Lake Casino, 27.5 miles North off US 131  (Allegan 
County)       
    www.gunlakecasino.com

Firekeepers Casino, 29 miles East of I-94  (Calhoun 
County)
        
 www.firekeeperscasino.com

Welcome to Kalamazoo – August 25 – 28

Here’s the Pure Michigan Ad about Kalamazoo

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_
embedded&v=rbKVANIo3bA

More information is available at www.discoverkalamazoo.
com. 

Looking forward to seeing you in Kalamazoo!

MACC Calendar of Events
August 25 - 28

Summer Conference
Radisson

Kalamazoo

November 1 & 2
Fall Quarterly Meeting

The H
Midland

Summer Conference Preview continued...
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