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Letter from the President
 Welcome to the 2012 Presidential Election 
year. We are off to a fast start with elections and 
legislation. I know this year will fly by and when 
it is done we will say, “Where did the year go?” 
But in some respects I am sure we will also say, 
“Boy, am I glad that this year is done and behind 
us.”
 It was nice to see those of you that could make 
it to the Mid-Winter Conference in Lansing. With 
budget constraints and staffing issues for some I 
know it is difficult for everyone to attend these 
meetings, but I am glad we had the turn out that 
we did. Hopefully, most of you can get away on 
April 20 and 21 to join us in Mt. Pleasant at the 
Comfort Inn. Carol Vernon is working on a great 
program for us.
 Our first major election for the year scheduled 
for February 28 should start us off slow and get 
everyone ready for the bigger elections in August 
and November. Everyone is expecting a very 
low turn out for the Presidential Primary, giving 
us practice for what is to come later in the year 
without the pressure of a large number of voters. 
Hopefully we will get that bigger turnout in 
August and November.
 Bill Zaagman is certainly staying busy and 
earning his money with legislation this year. 
After 4 years of basically nothing happening 
we are making up for lost time.  We are getting 
some of our requested legislation passed, but 
there is a down side to that too. Legislation we 
don’t necessarily want is passing as well. The 
Legislative Committee struggles with giving 
support to bills we aren’t 100% happy with to 
make sure we do get cooperation on bills we do 
want to see pass.  
 Sometimes it is a very gray area and a very 
tough decision. Not everything is good for every 

County, but how do you help one without hurting 
another in these situations. I know they are trying 
to make the best decision for everyone as a 
whole, but when you add the legislators and their 
opinions in, sometimes what we want or need just 
goes out the window. If you have time, attend one 
of the legislative committee meetings on the third 
Wednesday of the month at Delta Township Hall. 
We would love to have your input.
 Thank you to Tara and the Media Committee 
for getting the newsletter going again. It 
certainly wouldn’t have happened without them.
 Again, I hope to see everyone in April at Mt. 
Pleasant. If you have ideas for training topics or 
other issues you believe to be relevant for the 
group let me know.

Lauri Braid
MACC President
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Legislative Update

 The MACC Legislative Committee met on February 
15th and was given updates on several bills from Bill 
Zaagman, GCSI.
HB 4829, 4830, 4831 – These bills eliminate local 
canvassing boards.  There has not been a hearing in the 
Redistricting & Elections Committee as of yet.  Bill 
Zaagman will be looking into the bills’ status.
HB 5016 – In-person Absentee Voters must show ID to 
obtain a ballot.
HB 5062 – Election audits –  the requirement for keeping 
poll books for six years was removed.  Applications to 
Vote will be retained instead.
HB 5119 – Precinct workers may come from any part of 
the state.  This bill has passed the House and is now in the 
Senate Elections Committee.
HB 5274 (recently introduced) – Would require that all 
governments report every contract for goods and services 
over $25,000 to the Department of Management, Budget 
& Technology on a monthly basis.
HB 5297 – Expands MOVE Act to all elections.  CEO 
will discuss this bill in more detail.
HB 5331 – MACC requested this bill, which permits next 
day delivery of election materials providing that electronic 
transmission of results has been done.  We need to work 
with the Bureau of Elections to make it acceptable.
HB 5127 – Placement of Community Colleges on the 
November ballot.  This has passed the House.
HB 5219 – Requires that school millage elections be 
on the November even year ballot.  The bill sponsor is 
okay with the odd year being added.  If this bill passes, 
the November ballot will be very long.  Sue Kaltenbach 
suggested that MACC Legislative Committee take no 
position now.  If the bill moves, MACC will want to see 
another bill limiting all proposal language on a ballot to 
100 words or less.
SB 59 – To allow applications for CCW’s be made in 
any county.  This bill has moved to the Senate Natural 
Resources Committee, as it was stalled in the Judiciary 
Committee.  The chair of the committee wants to know 
the Clerk’s position on the bill.
SB 525 – CCW Issuance Date.  The hearing was held on 
February 2nd, and has now passed both the House and 
Senate.  It was signed by the Governor on February 29th 
and became Public Act 32 of 2012. 

SB 803 – Voters cannot obtain a ballot without affirming 
that they are a U.S. Citizen.  This bill is on the Senate 
floor and is expected to move.  There was a similar bill 
introduced in the House.
SB 823 – This bill contains a number of election matters.  
It has passed out of the Senate, and is now in the House 
Redistricting & Elections Committee.  If it becomes 
law, it will be effective for the 2014 election cycle.  
The Republican Party will not agree to hold their State 
Convention any earlier, so it will be 58 days prior to 
the election.  Filing day has been moved up to the 15th 
Tuesday before the Primary (end of April).  Precinct 
Delegates will file on the 14th Tuesday, and ONLY with 
the County Clerk.  The “recount of a recount” has been 
dropped.  Some obsolete language in the Election Law 
was cleaned up.  Fines for precinct workers who fail to 
show up on Election Day has not been addressed yet.

HB 5297 – (Extends MOVE Act to all elections) The bill 
says that the statement “must mail AV ballot for the next 
2 years even if not requested”, has been changed to say 
that after an overseas voter requests a ballot, the clerk is to 
mail that voter a ballot for each election held during that 
calendar year.  If the voter asks for a ballot in December 
for a February Presidential Primary, the calendar year 
becomes the year in which the primary occurs.
 Director of Elections Chris Thomas discussed several 
items as well.

All County Clerks will need to ask their local • 
clerks to report compliance with the MOVE Act 
– were all overseas AV ballots for which they had 
requests mailed out 45 days before the election?  
Local clerks need to report to the County that they • 
have complied with the MOVE Act, or if not, how 
the matter was resolved.
If a local clerk does not report to the County, • 
the County Clerk must notify the Bureau of 
Elections.
Grant monies will help re-tool the QVF to make it • 
more usable for these ballots.
Elections Assistance Commission – there are no • 
commissioners now.  It will either go away or be 
absorbed into the Federal Elections Commission.

 The next meeting of the Legislative Committee will 
be held on March 21st at Delta Township Hall.

By Mary Hollinrake, Dan Krueger and Sue Kaltenbach
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January
 3 Diane Zuker, Clinton County
 7 Laura Brandon-Maveal, Gladwin County
 11 Jill Nowak, Manistee County
 22 Laura Sexton, Antrim County

February
 4 Cynthia Luczak, Bay County
 11 Gary Klacking, Ogemaw County
 16 Susan DeFeyter, Otsego County
 27 Sharon Lemasters, Monroe County

Happy Birthday!

March
 2 Karen Bluhm, Osceola County
  Dan McKinney, Schoolcraft County
 7 Joyce Swan, Isabella County
 11 Laurie Breuker, Newaygo County
 12 Fran Fuller, Eaton County
 14 Ann Bonk, Roscommon County
  Tonda Rich, Ionia County
 17 Mike Bryanton, Ingham County
 22 Joyce Watts, Allegan County
 29 Sandra Moore, Crawford County

MACC Legislative 
Committee meets the 3rd
Wednesday of the Month 

at Delta Township

The CEO met immediately following the MACC and 
MAMC Legislative Committees on February 15th.

HB 5297 was discussed to add the reporting mechanism 
for County Clerks to collect the information from the local 
clerks as to whether they were able to comply with the 45 
days for MOVE ballots.

An amendment on HB 5061 was discussed regarding 
the collection of data regarding the number of ID affidavits 
are signed in the polling place.  The Bureau has agreed to 
consolidate this report with the provisional ballot report.

Beginning in April, the CEO meeting will be held 

CEO Report

at 9:00 a.m. with MACC and MAMC Legislative 
Committees to follow.  It is hoped that this will streamline 
the meetings and allow Bill Zaagman and Chris Thomas to 
use their time more efficiently.  All Legislative Committee 
members are encouraged to attend the CEO.

If as issue arises, MAMC and MACC will break into 
separate groups and then come back together in hopes of 
finding common ground.

CEO will not meet in March, as MAMC is holding 
training sessions.

By Kris Millard
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UCOA Update
By Tim Snow

At the MACC Mid-Winter Meeting, held in conjunction 
with the UCOA Conference, Bureau of Elections staff 
presented some excellent information.  

Chris Thomas reviewed several points regarding the 
February 28th Primary, including some new precinct 
procedures:

• Citizenship question – The Applications to Vote 
for this election (and into the future) will contain 
a question, “I am a United States Citizen”.  If the 
voter refuses to answer the question, the ballot 
is challenged.  The voter is given an oath and is 
asked three questions.  If the voter answers “no” 
to the questions, they may not receive a ballot. If 
the voter marks the citizenship question “no”, the 
voter is not issued a ballot and is marked as a non-
citizen in the QVF.

• Military/Overseas AV Ballots – If the voter has 
not indicated a party preference, communicate 
with the voter.  Party preference must be in 
writing.  E-mail and fax responses are acceptable.  
Do not mail back the original application form, as 
there would be no record of any application being 
received.

• Provisional Ballot Reports – Each city/township 
clerk must complete a provisional ballot report and 
forward it to the County Clerk.  Local clerks will 
need to count the number of applications received 
with no photo ID and indicate that number on the 
report.

Sally Williams discussed E-Pollbook issues:
• Currently, E-Pollbook is being used by 900 

jurisdictions in 70 counties.
• Maintenance agreements on precinct tabulators 

will be cut by 50% if the local clerk agrees to use 
the EPB.

• Training on the EPB is held every Tuesday & 
Wednesday morning in Lansing.

• Updates in the EPB for the Presidential Primary 
were presented by _____________

• Election inspectors will need to type in each ballot 
number on February 28, 2012.

• A default button for political party was added.  It 
does not need to be used.

• Republican & Democratic ballots are entered 

separately on the Ballot Summary.  Remember 
to tab through the form and additional lines will 
appear.

• Ballot styles may be indicated by 2 letters.
• The indication of D or R is written on the poll list, 

NOT in the pollbook in a paper jurisdiction.
• The voter history must be available within 71 

days following the election.
Redistricting was presented by Tim Hanson:

• The FINAL date for reports from city & township 
clerks is March 5, 2012.

• No redistricting changes will be made in the QVF 
before the February 28th election.

• New voter ID cards should be mailed immediately 
after the redistricting is completed for the 
County.

• There will be no school polling locations noted on 
the new ID cards.

• The Bureau will do some research to determine if 
school election agreements are needed anymore 
due to school board elections being moved to the 
November General Election.

• A grant was received from the Federal Voting 
Assistance Program (FVAP) which will simplify 
and improve electronic ballots.

• The grant will also pay for the development of a 
web based ballot tracker.

Carol Pierce discussed candidate filing:
• County Political Parties must file their delegate 

allocation with County Clerks by April 2, 2012.
• Filing day for all candidates and delegates is 

Tuesday, May 15 at 4:00 p.m.
• Informational booklets are available regarding 

circulating petitions.
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Question 1: 
My county has this type of administration:

 Administrator   22
 Controller   8
 Administrator/Controller 15
 Comptroller   0
 Other administration type 8
 None    13

Question 2: 
If the answer to question #1 is “other administration 
type”, what is the position called?

 Board of Commissioners 2
 County Coordinator  2 
   (1 is Clerk/Coordinator)
 County Executive  1
 Chief Fiscal Officer  1
 Treasurer/Administrator 1
 Clerk/Administrator  1
 Clerk, Treasurer, Equalization 
 share fiscal duties  1

Question 3: 
Who signs your General Fund checks?  Select all that 
apply.

 Clerk    60
 Treasurer   65
 Administrator   0
 Administrator/Controller 4
 Controller   1
 Comptroller   0 
 Board Chair   0
 Finance Director  0
 Other    0

Question 4: 
If the answer to question #3 is “Other”, who signs 
General Fund checks?

 No responses

Question 5: 
Who signs your Payroll Checks?  Select all the apply.

 Clerk    60
 Treasurer   59
 Administrator   0
 Administrator/Controller 3
 Comptroller   1
 Board Chair   0
 Finance Director  0
 Other    1

Clerk Survey Results

Question 6: 
If the answer to question #5 is “Other”, who signs your 
Payroll checks?

Payroll is electronically deposited, no signatures 
are required.

Question 7: 
Who is responsible for accounts payable in your 
county?  

 Clerk    34
 Treasurer   0
 Finance Department  22
 Administrator   1
 Administrator/Controller 5
 Controller   4
 Comptroller   0
 Other    0

Question 8: 
If the answer to question #7 is “Other”, who is 
responsible for Accounts Payable?

 No responses

Question 9: 
Who is responsible for Payroll in your county?

 Clerk    32
 Treasurer   1
 Finance Department  17
 Administrator   2
 Administrator/Controller 7 
 Controller   4
 Comptroller   0
 Other    3

Question 10: 
If the answer to question #9 is “Other”, who is 
responsible for Payroll?

 Human Resources   3
Clerk gathers payroll information, 
accounting service prepares payroll 1

In February, the Standardization & Review Committee was requested to do a survey regarding Administration type 
and who is responsible for fiscal issues in the counties.  I am happy to report that 66 of 83 counties responded to the 
survey and we are pleased to report the results to the association.
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The MACC Website Committee is making progress after recently shutting down the former MACC website. The 
committee will be compiling a “wish list” of items for our new website. Feel free to send your ideas to any of the 
committee members prior to March 20th. The committee is anxious to get the new site up and running. We value 
your input and look forward to hearing from you. 

MACC Website Committee
Diane Zuker, Clinton (Co-Chair)
Nancy Kolich, Delta (Co-Chair)

Marney Kast, Hillsdale

MACC Website Gets a Facelift

Event Calendar

MACC Spring Quarterly Meeting
Comfort Inn & Suites, Mount Pleasant
April 20 - 21, 2012

MACC Annual Conference
Shanty Creek, Bellaire
August 19 - 22, 2012

UCOA New Officer Training
Doubletree, Bay City
December 9 - 11, 2012

MACC Fall Quarterly Meeting
Doubletree, Bay City
December 11 - 12, 2012

Many congratulations to Mike, Tim, Margaret, Kristen, Susan and Dan!

Mike Carr• , Genesee County Clerk, celebrated 25 years on January 1st.
Tim Snow• , Kalamazoo County Clerk, celebrated 15 years on January 1st.
Margaret Dunleavy• , Livingston County Clerk, celebrated 15 years on January 1st.
Kristen Millard• , Montcalm County Clerk, celebrated 15 years on January 1st.
Susan Rhode• , Presque Isle County Clerk, celebrated 15 years on January 1st. 
Dan McKinney• , Schoolcraft County Clerk, celebrated 5 years on February 1st. 

Happy Anniversary to:


